
 

Potatoes 

2019 UPPER PENINSULA VARIETY TRIAL 

Michigan State University Extension conducts multi-location field trials every 
year to evaluate new potato varieties.  These trials are funded by the 
Michigan Potato Industry Commission and facilitated by the MSU Potato 
Outreach Program, MSU Extension and AgBioResearch.  For 2019, the Upper 
Peninsula trial was located at Verbrigghe TJJ Farms in Cornell, Michigan.  
Forty-seven different russet, tablestock and chip varieties were planted and 
compared to industry standards.  In addition to the variety trial, two U.P. 
potato growers planted larger observation blocks of up-and-coming varieties 
in 2019, including Red Prairie and Vanguard russet.   

The U.P. potato variety trial was planted June 6, vine killed Sept. 7 and 
harvested Oct. 9.  Planting and harvest were delayed somewhat due to poor 
field conditions. Weather data received from Michigan State University’s 
Escanaba Enviroweather station recorded a growing season (planting to 
harvest) rainfall total of 15.57 inches, approximately 3 inches above the 
five-year average rainfall of 12.71 inches. Growing degree-day (GDD) 
accumulation at base 40 was 2,814 (planting to vine kill).  For the trial, every 
variety was rated for vine vigor and maturity, evaluated for yield and 
quality, and graded according to tuber type (Table 1 on reverse). 

On August 28, 2019 sixty-five potato growers, agribusiness representatives 
and others attended a field day at the U.P. trial location to view the plots 
and receive updates on topics important to the Michigan potato industry 
(Figure 1).  100% of those responding to an evaluation survey following the 
event indicated gaining new knowledge about potato production as a 
result of their participation.  60% of respondents reported intent to change 
some aspect of potato management on their farm as a result of the 
program, which they projected would impact approximately 2,690 acres 
with an average economic value of $50 per acre. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RESEARCH AT 
 A GLANCE 

   PURPOSE: 
Evaluate new potato varieties 
for yield and quality under 
U.P. commercial production 
conditions. 

 

TRIAL LOCATION: 
Verbrigghe Farms in Cornell, 
Michigan, with assistance 
from Tony Vandamm 

SOIL TYPE: 
Onaway-Ossineke fine sandy 
loam   

EXPERIMENTAL 
DESIGN: 
Un-replicated single row 
strip plots 

   TRIAL PROTOCOL: 
 Previous crop was 

alfalfa - rye cover crop 

 47 russet, tablestock and 
chipping potato varieties 

 Planted June 6, 2019 

 Plot size 34 in. wide by 
100 ft. long with 12.5 in.       
in-row spacing 

 Grower’s standard fertility 
and pest control program 

 Irrigated as needed 

 Harvested 23 ft. of row on 
Oct. 9, 2019 

 

RESULTS: 
 The highest yielding 

varieties were 
Fioretta (yellow), 
Dark Red Norland 
(red), AAC Kamer 
(white), Reveille 
(Russet), and Niagara 
NY152 (Chip) 
 

 Figure 1. Participants at the 2019 U.P. Potato Field Day 



 

Table 1. 2019 Upper Peninsula Potato Varity Trial 
 

 

 

 

 

 


